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EDITORAL

The labour movement and workers face major 
assaults on its  conditions and rights and with 
these attacks come also ideological  campaigns. 
Workers are accused of having been living over 
all  means  and  spending  money  they  did  not 
have. Greek citizens have been branded amongst 
other  things  to  be  ‘lazy’,  ‘corrupt’,  and 
‘inefficient’ by their own and foreign politicians 
and business people.

 
This  ideological  campaign  tries  to  convince 
working people that the austerity and crisis  is 
‘their fault’ and not the reckless speculation and 
deregulation  of  the  world  economy.  Austerity 
measures and attacks are presented as “financial 
necessities”  and  “laws”  and  the  workers  must 
obey in order to later have new prosperity and 
growth.
 
The  articles  of  mobilizations,  actions,  work 
conflicts and campaigns in this issue 3 of  this 
External Bulletin which is compiled by the IS of 
ZSP-IWA (Poland), shows what these “financial 
necessities”  means.  The  attacks  continue  all 
over,  but  especially  in  the  so-called  PIGS 
countries (Portugal,  Italy Greece,  Spain) which 
were  speculated  towards  and  targeted  of  a 
powerful  group  of  Anglo-American  financiers 
from the end of 2009.

The EU seems glad to support the "Arab Spring", 
while they are attacking their own citizens on all 
fronts. The attacks creates resistance, as also this 
bulletin shows, and there will be general strikes 
in Portugal, Spain, Greece etc on November 14.
 
The  direct  actions  of  the  anarchosyndicalist 
organizations are run by their affiliates, and not 
by paid union officials. The organizations don`t 
and won`t receive any subsidies from the state 
and/or  capitalists  and  that  do  not  class 
collaborate!
 

For workers self-organization and 
emancipation!

 

Oslo, October 29- 2012
IWA- Secretariat
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On the USI Centennial 
Days in Milan 

On September 21-23 celebrations and a party for the 
centennial of the founding of USI were organized by 
the comrades from the section in Milan,  near the 
Cox 18 social center in Conchetta St. The place, as 
many comrades know, is an space occupied for about 
30  years.  There  was  a  local  and  national 
mobilization  when some time ago it  was evicted. 
The structure, which also houses the Primo Moroni 
library, continues with alternative cultural activities. 
There was a three-day program. On the afternoon of 
the  21,  there  was  an  inaugural  buffet,  with  good 
participation.  This  was  followed  up  in  the  salon 
above by a well-attended analysis of the libertarian 
syndicalist press since its beginnings, conducted by 
Franco  Schirone,  who  showed  the  numerous 
production of  publications over the years, some of 
them unknown.  This  was followed by the talk by 
Paolo  Masala  which,  in  relation  to  the  present, 
illustrated the function of  Class Struggle (Lotta di 
Classe),  the USI  newspaper,  its  anarchosyndicalist 
line,  open  to  information  on  the  self-organized 
conflicts of the workers in the workplace or on the 
territorial  level,  on experimentation in the county 
and self-management even today. Later,  in the big 
hall,  there was the concert of   Alessio Lega,  with 
songs  from  the  libertarian  tradition  as  well  as 
modern  ones,  self-produced,  companied  by  his 
meticulous comments. In the afternoon of the 22nd, 
Franco  Schirone  spoke,  illustrating  some  of  the 
principle people in the history of USI, recalling the 
most significant episodes, like the internal clashes 
over certain topics, the occupations of factories, the 
important conquests realized by the workers under 
the  guidance  of  USI  that  occured  throughout  its 
history.  Then there was the talk  of  Sergio Onesti 
which,  starting  from  the  historical  experience  of 
USI,  signalled  the  demands  of  the organizational 
aspect which the libertarian syndicate has to assume 
today.  Pino Petita spoke on the important task of 
the  coordination  of  the  struggles  in  the  hospital 
sector,  at  the  end  of  the  70s,  which  mainly 
converged  in  the end  in  USI  to become its  most 
important  sector.  After  a  pause,  other  talks  were 
focused  on  the  current  presence  of  USI.  Angelo 
Mulè informed of the grace attack that the workers 
in the San Raffaele hospital are suffering on the part 
of  the  new  owners  that  intend  to  annul  all  the 
previous work agreements and fire 450 people.
 
On the part of the workers, where USI is the union 
with a relative majority, there was a response, with a 

compact struggle, with initiatives inside and outside 
the hospital,  looking for the mobilization and the 
coordination of the hospital sector, which has come 
under heavy atacks, with the aim of reducing public 
services. Also the talk by Gianni Santinelli from the 
San  Carlo  hospital  has  riveted  the  attack  on  the 
health  sector  on  the  part  of  the  national  and 
regional  government  and  the  necessity  for  a 
coordinated  response.  A  documents  from  the 
workers of Leroy Merlin from Carugate, part of USI, 
was read about the brief  and intense journey that 
the organization had internally where the company 
immediately tried to stop the growth of the union, 
resorting  to  harsh  forms  of  repression,  which 
obtained  the  opposite  result,  also  thanks  to  the 
support of USI in Milan. 

The  talks  were  concluded  with  one  by  Enrico 
Moroni,  the secretary of  the organization,  on the 
current situation of USI one hundred years after its 
birth,  the  validity  of  its  anarchosyndicalist  line, 
which, besides fighting for the improvement of work 
and  living  conditions,  pursues  a  society  without 
masters and servants. In the immediate future, USI 
is developing a struggle as united as possible on the 
part of the workers for an adequate and egalitarian 
pay increase, unifying all the categories, in light of 
the  rising  costs  of  living,  for  the  reduction  of 
working  hours,  for  free  public   services,  for 
employment  for  all  without  the  blackmail  of  the 
precarity  of  work,  for  the  elimination  of  military 
expenditure and for experimentation with forms of 
self-management  as  push  in  the  direction  of  a 
society where exploitation is abolished. 

At  night,  after  dinner,   the  duet  "Bernozzo-
Bonvicini" took the stage, and accompanied to the 
sound of the harp, they sang songs of struggle from 
the  anarchist  tradition.  Then "Coro Ingrato"  with 
rebel songs up til today. 

On the 23 of September, there was an organic food 
market in Cox 18, starting at 11 and lasting the whole 
day,  promoted  by  the  “Libertarian  Project  Flores 
Magon”  and   “Lands  of  Movement”,  involving  a 
numerous  and  interested  public.  Lunch  was 
organized with products from the market.   In the 
afternoon there was  a  meeting  with  international 
syndical associations present from the IWA:  CNT 
(Spain),  FAU  (Germany),  Solfed  (England),  USI 
(Italy)  which  spoke  of  their  experiences  in  those 
countries and the responses to the uniform political 
repression  from  the  governments,  the  affinity 
existent between the various syndical organizations 
present, promoting the need for more coordination 
between the initiatives at the international level. 
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In  the  afternoon,  after  the  dinner,  Marco  Rovelli 
read parts of his book  "Il contro in testa", set among 
workers  in  the  marble  quarries  of  Apuania,  with 
libertarian songs from his repetriore. Then there was 
the performance by the "Voci di Mezzo"  choir, that 
involved all  present singing songs in the anarchist 
and  rebel  tradtion.  Thanks  to  the  technology 
available  during  the  exhibitions,  images  of  the 
struggles of   the health workers and mobilizations 
in  defense  of  the  seat  of  USI  in  Bligny  St.  were 
shown during the music.  The initiative of USI Milan 
for the centennial was undoubtedly a success, with 
the  participation  of  hundreds  of  comrades,  the 
importance  of  the  arguments  treated  and  the 
initiatives developed. 

Festivities for the Centennial 
and the IWA Plenary

On November 23-25, the USI and its local section in 
Modena  will  organize  3  days  to  celebrate  the 
Centennial  of  the  foundation  of  USI  on  23-25 
November 1912 in Modena.  In addition to hosting 
the IWA Plenary for 3  days,  on Saturday the 24th, 
there will be a procession in the center of Modena 
with a rally in the main square.

On  23-25  November  1912,  there  was  a  national 
congress in Modena of Direct Action. The syndical 
traditions  of  anarchism  and  revolutionary 
syndicalism converged in USI. During the debate at 
the  Congress,  criticisms  emerged  of  reformist 
syndicalism,  characterized  by  politicking, 
concentration  of  power,  authoritarianism, 
bureaucratism, corporativism and idolatry. Since its 
inception, USI proposed a revolutionary syndicalism 
which was based and is based on principles such as 
decentralization  and  autonomy,  party  neutrality, 

libertarianism,  anti-bureaucracy,  combativity  and 
class  solidarity.  For  the  self-management  of  the 
struggles,  a  political  sensibility  of  the  workers 
matured and new shock techniques were developed. 
”The  union  in  a  new  libertarian  optic  is  an 
instrument  of  diffusion  anarchistic  principles 
amongst the workers. The strike – each time more 
extended,  acquires  a  new  meaning  –  it  brings 
together  workers  and  integrated  with  other 
methods, becomes the principle arm of struggle.”

In November 1912, 87,710 workers belonged to USI. 
Celebrating  our  Centennial  means  not  only 
remembering  our history,  but also it  is  a  optimal 
occasion to advance the importance and potential of 
anarchosyndicalism and direct action as opposed to 
the  authoritarianism  of  the  State  and  the 
exploitation of  Capital.   In this moment,  of  harsh 
attack that the economic, financial and state powers 
are caryying out against workers and the exploited, 
on the economic level or against their rights,  it is 
necessary  to  advance  the  class  struggle  for  an 
anarchosyndicalist  change  of  the  whole  society. 
Besides discussion and debate,  we guarantee good 
food,  also  vegan,  and  moments  for  party  and 
socializing. We are expecting many people and we 
are convinced that all  of  the IWA will  have many 
possibilities to speak and spread their practices and 
vision of the world.

USI-AIT, Modena Section

Conference for the 90th Anniversary 
of the Founding of the IWA

On Jan. 5- 6 2013, a conference on the past, present 
and future of the IWA will be held in London.

We  invite  those  interested  to  attend.  Write  to 
intec@solfed.org.uk.  for more information.

mailto:intec@solfed.org.uk
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